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Connecting Campus and Community

UM enriches partnership with Ireland
U

niversity of Montana President
George M. Dennison recently
met with officials at University College
Cork, one of UM’s key strategic partners
in Europe, to discuss ways to further
strengthen ties between UM and the
university in County Cork, Ireland.
Dennison — accompanied on the
trip by his wife, Jane, as well as UM
Irish studies Director Katie Kane and
Professor Traolach O’Riordain — signed a
memorandum of understanding with UCC
President Michael Murphy intended to
strengthen the partnership between the two
institutions.
“University College Cork offers
wonderful opportunities for UM students
to learn more about the Irish-American
experience from the Irish perspective,”
Dennison said. “In addition, the
congruence of curricula makes it possible
for students to plan programs of study that
keep them on track for graduation.”
Cooperation between the two
universities began in 2003 and now
spans several disciplines, including a
new collaboration among UM, UCC and
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the University of Potsdam in Germany
to offer a degree in international field
geosciences.
During the Oct. 23-24 visit, the UM
delegation also met with representatives
of UCC’s International Education Office;
College of Arts, Celtic Studies and Social

Sciences; College of Business and Law;
and College of Science, Engineering and
Food Science. Dennison also had a chance
to meet with the 11 UM students currently
studying abroad at UCC.
For more information call the UM
President’s Office at 406-243-2311.

Regents professor records DVD lecture series
T
he Teaching Company recently
released a 24-part lecture DVD
featuring UM Regents Professor Paul
Lauren presenting a
course on the history
of human rights.
The course, “The
Rights of Man:
Great Thinkers and
Great Movements,”
is part of the
company’s “Great
Courses” series,
which features topranked professors
from colleges and
universities across
Paul Lauren
the country. The
company follows a rigorous process to
select educators for its series, and only
about one in every 5,000 professors in the

United States is chosen to film a course at
its studio in Washington, D.C.
“It is no surprise that The Teaching
Company sought out Professor Lauren,
as he is not only one of this institution’s
best professors, but also one of the best
in the world,” UM President George M.
Dennison said. “We are proud of Professor
Lauren and we’re delighted that the rest of
the world will have access to his wisdom
through this lecture series.”
Lauren, a faculty member in UM’s
Department of History, flew to Washington
several times over the course of a year
to film the lectures with The Teaching
Company’s team of producers.
He said preparation for the recorded
lectures, which incorporate photo, video
and audio components, was much more
involved than a typical presentation he
gives at UM.

“The challenge was to make it
interesting and useful to a very broad and
intellectually curious audience,” he said. “I
found that to be a wonderful challenge.”
Lauren, named UM’s first Regents
Professor in 1991, received master’s
and doctorate degrees from Stanford
University and taught there before moving
to Missoula to teach at UM. He has
received the Most Inspirational Teacher
Award, the Montana Professor of the Year
Award from the Carnegie Foundation and
the U.S. Council for the Advancement
and Support of Education, and the
Distinguished Service to International
Education Award.
For more information, call Lauren at
406-243-4086 or e-mail paul.lauren@
mso.umt.edu. To purchase the DVD series,
visit The Teaching Company’s Web site at
http://www.teach12.com.
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UM Launches YouTube Series—A
new Web exclusive video series titled
“YouChat With President Dennison”
launched last month on UM’s official
YouTube channel. The series is
aimed at UM’s student body and gives
UM President George M. Dennison an
opportunity to address students directly
about issues and decisions made at the
administrative level on current topics that
are relevant to their college experience. At
the end of each video, Dennison encourages
students to respond on UM’s YouTube channel with a video
response or comment. New “YouChat With President Dennison”
videos will launch on the channel twice a month. UM’s official
YouTube channel can be found at http://www.youtube.com/
UniversityOfMontana.

Bear
Briefs

Scientists Detect Ring at Edge of Solar System—Dan
Reisenfeld and Paul Janzen, researchers in UM’s Department
of Physics and Astronomy, are part of a NASA team that has
detected a vast ribbon of energized particles surrounding most
of the solar system. The discovery resulted from data obtained
by NASA’s Interstellar Boundary Explorer spacecraft, or IBEX,
which was launched last October to map the edge of the solar
system. The results were published Oct. 15 in the online version
of Science and were one of the prestigious publication’s print
cover stories in November. The spacecraft has two primary
instruments — IBEX-Lo and IBEX-Hi — that detect a range
of neutral atoms that are energized at the boundary of the solar
system. Reisenfeld designed a section of IBEX-Hi that ionizes,
steers and accelerates the particles to where they can be detected.
Janzen was a lead scientist for testing and calibrating IBEX, and
he helps validate the data coming in from the spacecraft. For
more information on IBEX, visit http://ibex.swri.com.
Researchers Receive $500,000 for Tribal Partnership—
The National Native Children’s Trauma Center at UM has
received federal funding for a new type of research partnership
with Montana tribes. The U.S. Department of Justice awarded
the center a $500,000 grant to initiate culturally based research
methods in partnership with the Assiniboine and Sioux tribes
of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation. NNCTC researchers
will use a type of field research called community-based
participatory research, in which local leaders initiate and
direct research within their communities. The partnership will
examine community and cultural characteristics that increase
resiliency and identity among Native children. Researchers
also will investigate how adverse childhood experiences
may impact substance abuse and academic performance. For
more information on the center’s work, visit http://www.
nativechildrenstrauma.org.
Johnson Named New Registrar—Ed Johnson has served
as interim registrar of UM since March, but he is interim no
more. After a national search, the University hired Johnson to
replace former Registrar Dave Micus. Johnson’s new title became
official Nov. 1. A Philipsburg native, Johnson spent much of his
professional life at Montana Tech of UM in Butte in positions

ranging from admissions counselor to director
of admissions. He also served as registrar and
university associate dean and managed the
academic intersession. He served on a variety
of Montana Tech and statewide committees.
Johnson is a graduate of Montana State
University-Bozeman and did postbaccalaureate work in computer science,
information technology and supervisory
management at Montana Tech.

Museum Exhibits Permanent Collection
Artworks—Two exhibitions featuring works from the
Permanent Collection of the Montana Museum of Art & Culture
are on display in the museum’s Meloy and Paxson galleries,
located in the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center
at UM. The exhibitions contain works created between World
War I and World War II and provide strong parallels to our
country’s current economic condition and resulting policies.
“Josephine Hale: Paintings and Sketches by a Montana Pioneer
Artist” is on view in the Meloy Gallery. “By the People, For
the People: New Deal Prints from the 1930s and 1940s” is in
the Paxson Gallery. The exhibitions are at the museum through
Saturday, Dec. 19. Gallery hours are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday
through Thursday and 4 to 8:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. A
$5 donation is suggested. For more information, call 406-2432019 or go to the museum’s Web site at http://www.umt.edu/
montanamuseum.
Crown of the Continent E-Newsletter Available—A new
Crown of the Continent E-Notes newsletter has been released
and can be found online at http://www.umt.edu/urelations/
crown.html. The region called the Crown of the Continent
encompasses Glacier National Park and spans the Continental
Divide from the Elk River headwaters and Crowsnest Pass in
Canada to Rogers Pass and the Blackfoot River drainage in
Montana. UM launched the Crown of the Continent Initiative
to provide an educational catalyst for collaboration between
UM and Glacier National Park. The initiative now has grown
to include groups beyond the park, notably The Nature
Conservancy, the Glacier Institute, Flathead Valley Community
College, the University of Calgary and more. The initiative will
publish two e-magazines and two e-notes each year. To receive
other Crown of the Continent Initiative updates or for more
information, e-mail umcrown@umontana.edu.
UM Hires Undergraduate Advising Director—UM has
hired S. Beth Howard to direct the Undergraduate Advising
Center. She will begin her duties at UM on Dec. 1. Howard
comes to UM from Rutgers University, where she is assistant
dean in the Office for Nontraditional Students and Special
Populations. She will lead the UM center in its work of advising
and challenging students to consider their academic options
in a way that promotes self-discovery, reflection and good
decision-making skills. Prior to her current position at Rutgers,
Howard served as assistant dean for Academic Services at that
university’s Douglass College. She holds a doctorate in cell
and developmental biology and has been active in advising and
mentoring undergraduates since 1981.
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